[1:2 A] 


[B] 


[G] He who said he goes back maintains that one goes back and 
repeats two verses. 


[H] He who said that one cuts a verse into two holds that, “And there 
was evening, and there was morning (Gen. 1:5, 8),” constitutes a 
verse by itself. 


[I] And lo, we have learned: On the second day, from “‘Let there be 
a firmament, “to “Let the waters be gathered together” [M. Ta. 
4:3F]. [Now, are there only seven verses in that set?] 


[J] One said, “He goes back [and repeats a verse].” 
[K] The other said, “He cuts one into two.” 


[L] He who said, “He goes back,” maintains that one repeats two 
verses [bringing the total to ten as prescribed at A and as resolved 
at B. 


[M] And he who said that one cuts up a verse into two, in this case, 
even if one cuts it [Gen. 1:8] into two, there is no adequate number 
[since then there are only nine verses]. 


[N] R. Phillippa bar Peritah objected before R. Zeira, “Lo, there is 
the pericope of Amalek [which contains only nine verses].” 


[O] He said to him, “That case is different, for it is part of the order 
of the day.” 


[P] R. Eleazar bar Merom objected before R. Judah, “And lo, it 
is taught: He who completes the Torah reading with the 
prophetic lection should read no less than twenty-one 
verses [three verses for each of the seven who have been 
called to the Torah].’” [Y. Meg. 4:2 adds:] [And if you 
maintain that] each three have to read ten verses [as Huna 
does], then, with the [additional] three assigned to the 
seventh reader there will be twenty-three [altogether. Yet 
we have learned that the prophetic lection contains no less 
than twenty-one verses, so Huna’s view is problematic . ] 


It has been taught: The [Israelite] men of the priestly watch would 
fast every day [M. 4:3A]: 


On Monday they would fast for those who were going on an ocean 
voyage: 


